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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem: Swallowing disorders have gradually developed into a common clinical problem in the elderly. Studies have shown that early effective nursing interventions can reduce the occurrence of related complications. According to the knowledge-belief-theory perspective, knowledge and attitude have an impact on practice. Rich knowledge is needed as the basis, so the nurses, especially the geriatric nurses who work more closely with the elderly, their mastery level of knowledge about elderly swallowing disorders will determine the follow-up management work. So the purpose of this study is to investigate the KAP about dysphagia management in the elderly among nurses of geriatric department and to analyze the influencing factors and existing problems, designed to provide reference for nursing managers to further knowledge training.  Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: A self-designed questionnaire about KAP of dysphagia management in the elderly was used to investigate 782 geriatric nurses in 17 hospitals in Sichuan Province which includes tertiary and secondary ones.  Conclusion & Significance: The behavior and attitude of geriatric nurses towards the management of swallowing disorders in the elderly are acceptable, but the level of relevant professional knowledge needs to be improved. Managers should carry out targeted knowledge training to improve the management level of swallowing disorders and ensure the safety of elderly patients with dysphagia.
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