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Healthcare has seen dramatic changes this century from the expansion of electronic health records, advance of technology and the rise of Millennial providers. Much writing and musings on malpractice focus on physicians but limited information exists on nurses. Since the concept of “practicing at the top of your license” was endorsed by the Institute of Medicine in 2010 the role of nurses has expanded with increased responsibility. 

The current study is an analysis of the National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB) to elucidate trends in number of malpractice payments against nurses and physicians this century. Data points considered include type of provider, state the provider was working in, year the malpractice payment was made and range of payment amount. The committee on human studies at University of Michigan Medical School provided IRB approval (Study ID HUM00116742).

Data analysis revealed that number of malpractice payments against physicians has seen dramatic falls this century from 15,883 in 2001 (which was upper limit) to 8,343 in 2015 (which was lower limit). Contrastingly, physicians’ assistants have seen rapid rises in number of malpractice numbers with only 97 in 2001 and 161 by 2015. Overall, the nursing profession has seen a rise fro 600 malpractice payments in 2001 to 798 in 2015. 

The data implies that numbers of physician malpractice payments are falling at the cost of increasing numbers in malpractice payments against the nursing profession as they accept more responsibility and more independent work.
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