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This unique third sequence didactic course was created to fill an identified gap in the development of nursing students synthesis of clinical material in a lived experience forum. Ethics is an essential component of nursing practice and is inextricably linked to quality care Students explore ethical and bio-ethical trends in the evolution of patient-centered care in an increasingly complex health system. Disucssions focus on the ethical and moral implications involved in providing culturally congruent care to patients experiencing complex health care issues. Invited speakers include experts in the fields of comfort and suffering, genetics/genomics, addiction, healthcare disparities, LGBTQ healthcare needs, inter-professional collaboration, global health issues, and healthcare policy. Teaching strategies include interactive discussions that incorporate challenging case studies, film, selected evidence-based articles, care protocols, contemporary editorials and student opinion.  Online forum posts are an integral part of the course, as students are encouraged to explore ethical issues germane to our times. Several key outcomes are emphasized throughout the course: apply the American Nursing Association’s updated 2015 ethical and moral framework to address health care needs of patients experiencing complex health care issues; analyze the implications of health care disparities and diversity associated with physical and emotional suffering; integrate knowledge of genetics and genomics to design evidence-based, ethical plans of care to guide interprofessional healthcare; articulate the unique healthcare needs of marginalized populations; analyze the role of intersecting issues of diversity, poverty, education, urbanization, and environmental degradation on global health policy. The overarching ethical implications of technology on health care outcomes and health policy ultimately guide students throughout the course culminating in individual poster presentations.
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Karyn Boyar is an educator and family nurse practitioner specializing in Neurology and long term care. She is Assistant Clinical Professor at New York University’s Rory Meyers College of Nursing. Dr. Boyar earned her DNP from Pace University in 2014 and has over 20 years’ experience in healthcare. Her background includes work on many Parkinson’s disease research trials.  She has created comprehensive outreach initiatives for people with Parkinson’s disease that include community symposia, support groups and educational lectures and materials. She writes and reviews for a number of clinical journals and publications and has presented at regional and national nursing conferences on educational initiatives and caregiver concerns.
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