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Traditional models of Clinical Site Visits of Nurse Practitioner students require face-to-face visits to directly observe student interactions with patients and their preceptor.  This strategy for clinical observations and evaluations is laborious, costly and inefficient. The purpose of this presentation is to describe an innovative model of academic monitoring of the student clinical learning that can be utilized in clinical settings that are distant from the school or college of nursing. Telepresence was adapted to make meaningful clinical site visits and provide efficient, meaningful and less costly educational interactions.  Faculty driven interactions using telepresence increased distance clinical sites while maintaining quality and interaction with students and a clinical preceptors.  We found, based on a 360º evaluation that once the technology was learned, it allowed for increased efficiency in their workday, timely clinical site visits that could occur over multiple points of the experience ensuring the presence of patients. Students found it less intrusive and it had little impact on the clinical preceptor, staff and most importantly patients. New and innovative models of evaluating NP student clinical education need to be explored to maintain the quality of the student’s clinical learning while meeting the increasing demand for student placements. The models will need to meet the learning needs of NP students and while reducing clinical faculty fatigue, labor, cost in time and finance.  Use of telepresence that promotes accountability for spontaneous faculty-student interaction can prove beneficial in addressing the clinical faculty needs of nurse practitioner education and beyond.
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