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The overall aim of the project is to investigate nursing students' attitudes and experiences of caring for dying patients and meet death during training in Sweden. Deaths in society occur in all healthcare organizations, and nurses in emergency, municipal and hospice care, meet patients and their relatives in need of care at the final stages of life. Life-threatening disease raises questions about dying and death both in patients, close relatives and healthcare professionals. How people perceive death and dying have changed from being a family affair at home to becoming a social issue that often happens in hospitals. Dying and death are often surrounded by silence and described as something that healthcare professionals do not like to talk about, nor with the ill person or their colleagues. Care of dying patients constitutes an important part of the nurse's work and nurses have a prominent and significant position in the care of dying patients and their relatives. Theodoridis (2013) argues that nursing is a non-selfish moral activity and that the nurse is directly involved in people's critical life situation. Healthcare staff in municipally care have access to internal training in palliative care, but both staff and managers consider that they need more training in palliative care. Education in palliative care at the universities is uneven and we know little about the extent to which nursing students receive training in palliative care and how they relate to the care of dying and to meet death.
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