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Abstract (300 word limit)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The prevalence of preterm birth has not decreased and there is even a slight increase over the last decades. While mortality is decreasing also for the extremely preterm born children, neurodevelopmental impairments are the most significant long-term sequelae of preterm birth. IQ in preterm born children is on average 12 IQ points lower than for term born controls with a strong correlation between gestational age and IQ. Accordingly, the rate of special education needs increases with lower gestational age. Risk factors for neurodevelopmental disabilities include lower socioeconomic status, poor postnatal growth, bronchopulmonary dysplasia, cerebral lesions, intraventricular hemorrhage as well as necrotizing enterocolitis and severe retinopathy of prematurity. Aside from overall IQ reduction, problems in language performance, processing speed and mathematical functions may occur. In particular, executive functions can be affected, also in children with a normal overall IQ. Executive functions comprise a set of higher-order cognitive abilities that facilitate purposeful, goal-oriented behavior. They cover functions such as inhibition, working memory and cognitive flexibility, verbal fluency and planning. Executive functions are strong and IQ independent predictors of academic achievement. Preterm born children have a higher risk of moderate to severe executive function problems. These problems may only become apparent if the level of complexity is high, explaining the problems school-age preterm born children often face when entering adolescence. Children born preterm need to be offered detailed neuropsychological follow-up assessments in order to counsel children and parents. Interventions improving executive functions should be tested and implemented. 
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Bea Latal’s clinical and research interest focuses on newborns and children at risk for neurodevelopmental disorders. She has studied the developmental profiles and long-term consequences of preterm birth for many years. She has examined predictors of adverse outcome and has examined what the quality of life in Swiss children born preterm is. Together with her, the Swiss Neonatal Network and Follow-up Group (Swiss NeoNet http://www.neonet.ch ) has been established more than 10 years ago with the aim to improve neonatal care and neurodevelopmental outcome in Swiss very preterm born children. Her recent research interest lies in the description of neurodevelopmental outcome and its’ risk factors  for children born with severe congenital heart disease. 
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