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Ethnoveterinary medicine is frequently used for treating livestock diseases by many different ethnic groups in Ethiopia. Nearly 90% of livestock population in Ethiopia use plant based traditional medicines as their major health care system. This study was conducted to identify ethnoveterinary medicinal plants used for the treatment of livestock ailments in Dire Dawa Administration, eastern Ethiopia. Ethnoveterinary data were collected from 48 informants using semi-structured interviews. The respondents were with an average age of 46 years. Males were dominant representing 83% of the respondents. Generally, 60% of the respondents were above 50 years. A total of 33 ethnoveterinary medicinal plant species belonging to 30 genera and 20 families were documented and identified for treating 22 different livestock diseases. Most of the ethnoveterinary medicinal plants were collected from the wild (88%) and leaf was the most commonly used (38%) plant part for remedy preparations. Oral application is the most frequently employed (64%) route of administration, followed by dermal application which accounts for 11%. There was a significant positive correlation (Pearson correlation coefficient, r =0.39, at α = 0.05, p = 0.04) between the age of informants and the number of species reported. However, there was negative correlation (Pearson correlation coefficient, r = -0.31, at α = 0.05, p < 0.001) between the number of species reported and informants’ educational level. The present paper provides significant information on ethnoveterinary medicinal plants of the study area which serves as a baseline data for future pharmacological and phytochemical studies. 
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