Effectiveness of Online Tracking Facilities: The Philippines’ Foreign Aid Transparency Hub (FAiTH)

ABSTRACT

Official Development Assistance (ODA), better known as Foreign Aid, is usually the international community’s way of responding to the call of developing nations for help. The more developed countries are the ones generous when it comes to pledges and foreign aid; these usually comes after every tragedy that developing countries experience. In 2013, the Philippines experienced the strongest typhoon to ever make landfall.; it is known internationally as Typhoon Haiyan, and locally as Typhoon Yolanda. It devastated a whole city, and there are at least about 6,300 people who died from the disaster; over $300,000,000 have been donated to the country. In 2014-2015, West Africa had an Ebola Outbreak which killed over 11,000 people; they received ODA amounting to $3,000,000 as well. Lastly, Haiti experienced a devastating 7.0 magnitude earthquake in 2010, since then, they have received about $13,000,000,000. These three countries have one thing in common, they all have/had online tracking facilities to track their funds. But out of the three, only one seem to be actually transparent, which is the Ebola Tracker of ONE organization. The other two, for the Philippines and Haiti, all have discrepancies in the data provided, and there was corruption involved; big amounts of money were either unaccounted for or excluded from the data in the online facility itself.  In the case of the Philippines, there were contradicting information regarding the FAiTH hub; a primary source says that the amount of money indicated in the facility is complete, while secondary sources say otherwise. This paper sees that establishing online facilities to track ODA will only be effective and helpful if there’s strong coordination between the government and the other agencies involved in tracking the funds, and also strict monitoring of the data provided.
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