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Pes Anserinus Structural Framework and Constituting Tendons Are Grossly Aberrant in Nigerian Population
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Pes Anserinus Structural Framework and Constituting Tendons Are Grossly Aberrant in Nigerian Population:   We evaluated the morphological framework of the pes anserinus in both knees of ten Nigerian cadavers and we observed highdegree of variability in its morphology and location. The pes anserinus inserted specifically on the superior half of the mediaborder of the tibia, as far inferiorly as 124.44mm to the tibial tuberosity (prolonged insertion).The insertion was also joined to thepart of tibia close to the tibia tuberosity (90%) and to the fascia cruris (10%).The initial insertion point of the pes anserinus wasalways found at the level of the tibia tuberosity. We found out that accessory bands of sartorius, gracilis, or semitendinosus werepart of the pes anserinus in 95% of all occasions studied whereas the combined occurrence of monotendinosus sartorius, gracilis,and semitendinosus tendons was found in only 5% of all occasions. The pes anserinus did not conform to the layered pattern andthe tendons of sartorius, gracilis, or semitendinosus were short. The inferior prolongation of the pes anserinus connotes extendedsurface area of attachment to support the mechanical pull from the hamstring muscles.This information will be useful in precise location and grafting of the pes anserinus.
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