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Abstract
Oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC) has locoregional evolution. As it grows, it invades the surrounding tissue and metastasizes to regional neck nodes, but it rarely develops distant metastases. The unpredictable behavior of squamous cell carcinoma in aerodigestive tract has led to search the reliable parameters as prognostic predictors. Histomorphological parameters including the tumor depth or depth of invasion may be used as a prognostic factor in patients with OSCC. It is determined microscopically by detecting the deepest invasive cells in the underlying tissues. Measuring depth of invasion should be considered a part of routine histopathological examination. In this paper, we attempt to review the importance of tumor depth in the diagnosis and prognosis of OSCC.
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