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Summary

Meningitis is a major public health concern. They are mainly caused by three germs Neisseria meningitidis, Streptococcus pneumoniae and Haemophilus influenzae.

Meningitis affects all regions of the world, but is usually considered as a scourge of underdeveloped countries because of the frequency of epidemics and considerable mortality, especially among children. Despite their severity, which is cause for concern, very few epidemiological data have been produced, particularly in Algeria.

Our study constitutes an epidemiological approach for the evaluation of the frequency of meningitis in the Chlef wilaya during the period from January 2007 to December 2012. According to the results acquired, the young age represents the first risk factor favoring the occurrence of meningitis as well as a persistent link between drought and recrudescence of this pathology. Finally, thanks to the efforts of the local authorities, the severity of this disease has been reduced to the lowest level. Although the factors causing meningitis persist, vaccination remains the best preventative remedy.
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