Aromatic and Medicinal Plant in Tunisia: socio-economic importance and opportunities

Taoufik Gammoudi*

(*)Institute of the Arid Regions in Médenine –Tunisia-. 

Mail: taoufik.gammoudi@ira.rnrt.tn
The Aromatic and Medicinal Plant (AMP) in Tunisia did not have economic, social, medical and ecological importance as recently. Nowadays, they become in the center of concerns of the sartorial policies and the strategic orientations of Tunisian economy. The local, regional, national and international prospects are very promising related to this sector. 

This work analyses the socio-economic importance of the aromatic and medicinal plants in Tunisia. This study is realized on the basis of research results of the project “biological diversity, cultural and economic value medicinal and aromatic plants (AMP) in south Tunisian”, in collaboration between Institute of the Arid Regions in Tunisia, International Center from Agricultural Research in Arid regions and Agriculture Ministry from United States. 

Three encased levels were analyzed and discussed: 

- International dimension covers the analysis of AMP world market and the Tunisian international position. 
- National dimension is interested in macro-economic and social importance of principal AMP in Tunisia and of identification the constraints which block of development the sector in order to prospect the carrying crenels improvement of its performances and its competitiveness.
- Local dimension is interested to a case study referring to Matmata montains in the south east of Tunisia. Thus, the importance of AMP in family’s economy, the path of AMP’s principal products and principal constraints related to the sector were analyzed. 
Finally this paper gives strategic orientation in term of the sector in Tunisia of the AMP’s position compared to the world market.
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