Conservation status of medicinal plants at the Botanical Garden of Bangladesh Agricultural University
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Abstract: About ninety of medicinal plants is being collected from wild. The demand for medicinal plants as well as herbal medicine has been increasing sharply. Most of the herbal practitioners collect plants from the wild without leaving any materials that has led to the rapid depletion of a number of medicinal plant species. Hence it is urgently needed to conserve the medicinal plants species. A total of 410 medicinal plant species belonging to 278 genera and 102 families were recorded from the botanical garden of Bangladesh Agricultural University. Among the conserved plant, trees constitute the major category (140 sp) followed by herbs ( 115 sp), shrubs (110 Sp), climbers (39 sp). Fabaceae is the largest family represented by 29 sp followed by Apocynaceae and Euphorbiaceae each contributing 20 plant species. There were 33 families having only one plant species. About  23 species are threatened in Bangladesh territory; however many of them are rare in the wild. For example, Rauvolfia serpentina, Andrographis paniculata, Acorus calamus, Withania somnifera, Aglaonema hookerianum, Asparagus racemosus etc are also conserved in the botanical garden. 


Abstract: About nienty of medicinal planrts is being collected from wild. The demand for medicinal plants as well as herbal medicine has been increasing sharply. Most of the herbal practitioners collect plants from the wild without leaving any materials that has led to the rapid depletion of a number of medicinal plant species. Hence it is urgently needed to conserve the medicinal plants species. Traditional medicine based on medicinal plants and other resources is the primary source of health care of 65% of the population. Conservation and sustainable use of medicinal plants is vital for 27 ethnic minorities  groups live in Bangladesh. A total of 410 medicinal plant species belonging to 278 genera and 102 families were recorded from the botanical garden of Bangladesh Agricultural University. Among the conserved plant, trees constitute the major category (140 sp) followed by herbs ( 115 sp), shrubs (110 Sp), climbers (39 sp). Apocynaceae is the largest family represented by 21 sp while euphorbiaceae 2nd largest one containing 20 plant species. There were 33 families representing  single plant species. A good number rare, threatened and endanger plants are also conserved in the garden. 

