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Abstract 

Background: Improved access to and utilization of various maternal health care services has been seen as the panacea to poor maternal and child health outcomes characterizing many developing countries. Focused Antenatal care replaced the regular antenatal care systems about a decade ago. This study sought to document some of the empirical outcomes of the focused antenatal approach.
Method:A descriptive qualitative design utilizing key informant interviews was employed to collect data. Participants included women in their fertility ageand health workers.  A total of 206 respondents from fourteen communities participated in the study. Data have been analyzed using qualitative analysis techniques.
Results: The study found among others that, FANC has been widely implemented across the districts. Most of the services of the FANC have been integrated into existing health care delivery system. Another important finding is that a steady increase in maternal health service utilization has been achieved as a result of FANC. However a number of fundamental challenges confront FANC service provision.Critical among these are inadequate infrastructure, regular shortage of essential supplies, poor communication and transportation systems, lack of manpower and negative socio-cultural practices.
Conclusion: The findings demonstrate that FANC has been successful in the district. This has resulted in several benefits accruing to members of the community, the overall benefit being the steady improvement in maternal mortality and reduced child mortalities as a result of increased utilization, gradual acceptance of the family planning concept, increased Skilled Delivery and utilization of PNC services.
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