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Against a background of being a predatory industry which is responsible for 8 million deaths a year globally,
 during COVID the industry has tried to shift its image from a vilified business to a trusted health partner. It has attempted to use COVID to make and maximise contact with policy-makers and health professionals: 
, 
, 
 It has utilised Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) programmes, for example utilizing COVID opportunities for brand marketing, e.g. free masks bearing industry logos, ventilators, gels, PPE and even cash, amid a flurry of publicity. 
  Several  tobacco companies are in the process of producing a COVID vaccine, amid cover page headlines such as ‘Tobacco to the rescue: the industry’s remarkable efforts to develop a COVID-19 vaccine.’ During the pandemic, the industry has sued  governments that have taken action to reduce tobacco use, has interfered with governments’ COVID responses, and has attempted to circumvent legislation while governments are distracted. The industry has interfered more broadly with policy, using COVID as an opportunity to block, amend and delay tobacco control measures. This interference with government policy is incompatible with World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) Article 5.3. The industry has even attempted to confuse the science.
,
  The reality is that smokers who develop symptomatic COVID have almost three times the risk of dying than non-smokers.
 During the pandemic, transnational tobacco companies have continued to sell their cigarettes and make profits while stepping-up sales and marketing of vape and heated tobacco products. All of the activities described will impact on health care.
Biography: Prof. Dr Judith Longstaff Mackay, OBE, SBS, JP, FRCP (Edin), FRCP (Lon)
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� STOP. Studies That Suggest Smoking And Nicotine Protect Against COVID-19 Are Flawed. Controversial Studies Present Weak Evidence That Is at Odds with More Established Science. (New York, April 28, 2020) (and Iran)


� Peto R. Personal communication January 2021, citing Million Women Study. 






