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INTRODUCTION:
Schwannoma, also known as neurilemoma, is the most common benign
tumour of peripheral nerves originating from the schwann cells of the nerve sheath. Local compression of the involved nerve or adjacent structure gives rise symptoms in patient.
Schwannomas are usually solitary encapsulated and homogeneous masses. Leading sites of origin are peripheral nerves in the skin and subcutaneous tissue of the head and neck or along the flexor surfaces of extremities. We present a case of schwannoma in popliteal fossa mimicking soft tissue sarcoma.


CASE REPORT:
29 year old patient complained of a painful slow growing popliteal swelling come to the surgery OPD of the MIMER Medical college, Talegaon Dabhade. Patient gives history of pain and there was no history of any discharge from swelling and  discoloration over the skin of the swelling ,the swelling is mobile along horizontally but longitudinally fixed to the site. Local examination revealed a firm swelling measuring (7×6×4.5 cm) in popliteal fosa,  No other clinically relevant history was given by patient. Haematological and biochemical investigation did not reveal any abnormality. 
Clinical diagnosis was made of a possible soft tissue sarcoma.

INVESTIGATIONS:
RADIOLOGY: 
MRI: 
Suggested that multiple oval T2 hyperintense lesions in intermascular, subcutaneous planes in popliteal region possibility of neurofibromas to be considered.

FNAC: 
Suggested low grade spindle cell tumour with possibility of neural tumour.

GROSS: We received 5 tissue masses largest of 6×5×3.5 cm and other ones measuring 1.5×1.5×1.5 and the smallest one1×1×1cm. These are well encapsulated tumour mass soft to firm in consistency. cut section of largest mass shows peripherally mucoid cystic change and central area shows necrosis .

HISTOPATHOLOGY: 
On histopathological examination   shows well encapsulated tumour mass composed of cellular Antoni A and hypocellular Antoni B areas.Antoni A areas shows compact, spindle cellswith indistinct cytoplasmic borders and wavy nuclei arranged  in bundles, interlacing fascicles and Verucauy bodies  .Hypocellular areas shows loosely textured matrix and congested blood vessles .Stroma shows areas of hylinization at places .A final diagnosis of schwannoma was given.
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DISSCUSSION: Schwannoma is the most common benign neoplasm of the peripheral nerve . It is usually solitary , painless ,encapsulated and well defined slowly growing mass .  In our case tumeral mass was not  solitary and painful.  In surgery OPD that was  clinically suggested soft tissue sarcoma . Even on USG 
CONCLUSION: 	
Soft tissue tumours like schwannoma can show features like necrosis, increased vascularity, multiple mass lesions which may mimic sarcoma, even on radiology. Hence, thorough histopathological examination is gold standard for differentiating schwannoma from other benign and malignant soft tissue tumors.

































