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Behavioural Ecology of The Red Sea four line Cleaner wrasse (Larabicus quadrilineatus)  on the Reef of Green Island around Massawa, Eritrea
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The cleaning behavior of the Red sea four-line cleaner wrasse Larabicus qaudrilineatus was studied on Green Island fringing reefs, Eritrea. The juvenile life phase of L.qaudrilineatus was highest between other life phases and was comparable with the other cleaner wrasses. Of 29 reef fish species recorded from family of Labridae, Acanthuridea, Mullidae, Pomacantridae, Lethridea and others being serviced by L.qaudrilineatus. L.qaudrilineatus performed characteristic undulating look like dancing at the station and touches client’s body with its mouth lips. The frequency of solicitation and inspection has showed higher in the highly voluntary inspected family Labridae. This could show the preference, degree of recognitions and close previous mutually benefits that resulted to removal of parasitic loads. Most of the pose behaviors were head up and stereotyped horizontal. Clients terminated their interaction mostly by freely swim off, may due fairness of their cleaners. All in all Scarus ferrugineus was the most frequent client species visited, solicited, inspected and directly inspected; the initial phase (IP) females recorded higher rate than terminal phase (TP) males. Clear net benefit between both participants was not observed.
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