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ABSTRACT
Leprosy(Hansen's disease) is an infectious disease caused by ancestral pathogen,Mycobacterium leprae resulting in chronic infection, which has been affecting the larger generations of mankind. It is mainly characterized by skin and peripheral nerve disorder destroying the sense of touch which can even result in physical disabilities. Early diagnosis can be boon to cure the infection as it can prevent from physical disabilities with Multidrug therapy (MDT). In spite of being curable it still holds the significant position as major global health problem due to its unpreventable nature. It is endemic in various developing regions with highest number of cases in Brazil and India. India is home town to 63% of the world leprosy population and gives birth to 70% of new cases in Leprosy every year despite it was officially declared leprosy free in 2005, reducing its prevalence rate (PR) to less than 0.9 per 10,000 people at national level. However, PR of 0.74 per 10,000 people was recorded in 2017 indicating no significant decline in prevalence rate. Resistance in individual drug used in Multidrug therapy was already noted when used alone so MDT was introduced by WHO in 1980. On the basis of types of leprosy, WHO has given different treatment regimens. 6-month regimen for Paucibacillary (PB) Leprosy including combination of Dapsone and Rifampicin, 12-month regimen for Multibacillary (MB) Leprosy including the combination of Rifampicin, Clofazimine and Dapsone, and Single Lesion Paucibacillary (SLPB) Leprosy treatment regimen including the combinations of Ofloxacin, Minocycline, and Rifampicin. Thus, we can conclude the current Multidrug therapy used for treatment is not enough and attention should be paid to prevent the transmission of leprosy in order to erase leprosy from major health disease.
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