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 Outer as well as inner surfaces of surgical, cloth and N95 masks can be colonized with a number of bacteria and fungi which can be pathogenic, multi drug resistant  and cause many health hazards ad nosocomial transmission. Hence proper cleaning and handling of masks wherever possible, and awareness about this is necessary especially in the current situation of COVID-19 pandemic. Many studies have been done to study microbial colonization on mask surfaces. The commonest microorganisms found are Staphylococcus aureus and Aspergillus spp. Candida auris and fnigi of class Glomeromycota may also be carried on mask surfaces. According to our initial observations also with culture of swabs from used masks from doctors, office staff and technicians, Coagulase negative Staphylococcus spp., Micrococcus spp., Staphyloccus aureus , Aspergillus niger and Aspergillus flavus are the commonest microbes found harbouring mask surfaces. Among S. aureus isolates, most were MSSA ( 83%). Escherichia coli were found but were susceptible to common antibiotics. High level of contamination was seen more on inner mask surface than outer one. Contamination was seen more with cloth masks than surgical, FFP or N95 masks. So it can be concluided that cloth masks can be highly contaminated by pathogenic bacteria and fungi.  Hence face masks should be used carefully and judiciously and changed whenever required, especially in COVID times. 
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