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Background: 
The COVID (Coronavirus disease) case and death incidences reach a new high at each wave with additional challenges cropping up every time. Since, the viral onslaught and it’s management involve use of steroids and immunomodulatory drugs, the immune functioning is disrupted. The immune breakdown could lead as a passage way for various opportunistic infections. In this presentation I am going to review the various opportunistic infections suffered by COVID recovered patients, their warning signs, risk factors, diagnosis and management.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Opportunistic infections post COVID Infection:
The most common opportunistic infections encountered in this pandemic till now are pulmonary aspergillosis, oropharyngeal candidiasis and rhino-orbital mucormycosis. Sporadic cases of cryptococcosis, histoplasmosis or pneumocystis pneumonia have also been recorded.
Risk factors and warning signs: 
Patients who are diabetic, transplant recipients, cancer patients, those requiring prolonged ICU stay, Oxygen therapy, steroids or immunomodulators have more propensity of developing opportunistic infections. Even in immunocompetent patients due to COVID induced immune dysregulation along with predisposition for hyperglycaemia, the risk of such infections is increased dramatically.  Facial swelling, fever, dry cough, haemoptysis, headaches, nasal or sinus congestion, discharge from nose, toothache, gum abscess, loosening of teeth, blurred or double vision, oropharyngeal ulcers and skin lesions are common clinical presentations.
Diagnosis and management:
Early diagnosis can be done through direct examination with staining. Culture, serology, molecular methods and sequencing are other methods for further identification. Infection specific antimicrobial therapy, surgical debridement and control of underlying risk factor are key to a good prognosis.
Conclusion:
Rapid characterization is essential in management of opportunistic infections and it could help in saving lives. A multidisciplinary team working in conjunction is the best approach for management of such condition. Good glycemic control, restricted use of steroids, universal masking and awareness about when to suspect and seek medical attention can go a long way in preventing these infections.
