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[bookmark: _GoBack]	Maternal cradling bias is the act of human females to tend to cradle newborns to the left side in the first few weeks of life.  Many factors contributing to the occurrence of leftward cradling bias have been explored including handedness and hemispheric dominance (van der Meer & Husby, 2006), neural development in neonates (Wan et al., 2014; Young, 2002), breast-feeding influences (Donnot, Vauclair, & Bréjard, 2008) and early communicative acts(Abdulrazzaq, Kendi, & Nagelkerke, 2009; Bicking Kinsey & Hupcey, 2013; Henry, Richard-Yris, Tordjman, & Hausberger, 2009). Accepted best practices for developmental support for premature infants incorporate positioning and holding neonates in their protocols (Hamelin & Ramachandran, 1993; Hane et al., 2015). Questions as to what function leftward cradling serves and what impact it has on the developmental trajectory of the infant in the first few weeks of life is the subject of much research (Bourne & Todd, 2004; Ellis, Awang, & Larkin, 2013; Fleva & Khan, 2015; Hopkins, 2004; Huggenberger, Suter, Reijnen, & Schachinger, 2009; Jones, 2014; Saling & Bonert, 1983; Saling & Tyson, 1981; Sieratzki & Woll, 2004; Turnbull & Lucas, 1996; van der Meer & Husby, 2006).  This presentation will review the literature focusing on maternal cradling bias and explore implications on best practices for pediatric professionals.
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