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Background:

To improve HIV and Hepatitis C case identification and linkage them to treatment, study of community led HIV and Hepatitis C screening through peer led approach, was conducted in Chitwan, Kaski, Kathmandu, and Valley of Nepal. The study was implemented by Save the Children International and National Association of People Living with HIV and AIDS in Nepal.
Methods:

The study was operational research and implemented during 2018 to December 2020 in five districts of Nepal. The sample was 1,000 people who inject drugs [PWIDs] to be screened for HIV and HCV at their convenient community led screening was done during September to December 2020 through mobilizing peers at strategic locations of the study sites. Three demonstration sites were established from where HIV confirmatory test, counseling and blood sample collections for HCV RNA were offered. According to the national algorithm for HIV test, Determine test for HIV and WHO qualified SD Bioline for HCV RDT and result of screening test were recorded through online reporting system. 
Results:

Nine Inreach workers from the community were trained and certified to perform community led testing through peer to peer. The study reached and screened for HIV and HCV to 1,029 PWIDs where female 86. Among them 21% [212/1029] were HCV reactive and 0.19% [2/1029] were HIV reactive. Among 212 HCV reactive 12 were female and 200 were male all reactive both HIV and HCV.
Biography

Growing up in a community where everyone was doing drugs, my story no different to any other kid growing up in 90s. Belonging to a lower middle class family where parents expect you to go to school and study hard so that your future is secured. I was on a rampage of destruction for 15 years, contracting HIV & Hep C in the process. 15 Years is a long time and I was tired, I tried to quit many time but always failed. I went for a drug treatment & things started improving. Happiness was something that eluded me for many years and once I started staying drugs free, I was Happy. And that is the main reason that kept me going, no matter what.  
I started my career as an outreach worker in Siddhi Memorial Hospital’s harm reduction program, reaching out to the people who were using drugs. During that time HIV prevalence was extremely high among drug user and the ART was not available in the country. I felt the need to register local CBOs that are run by for PLHIVs so the Suruwat (The Beginning) was born and immediately started providing service (Day Care for Drug User/PLHIVs).
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