	Major Blood Groups and A2 Sub-group in Mixed Pakistani Population of Karachi.

	Background:
The Major blood groups are distributed in varying frequencies in different parts of world and in different ethnic groups. Information is scant in this aspect in mixed Pakistani population especially the frequency of weak subgroup A2 of blood group A.

Aims:
To observe the frequency of major blood groups and sub-group A2 in a mixed Pakistani population in the catchment area of Dow international medical college, Karachi.

Methods:
536 healthy unrelated donors and their patients for whom they donated blood, of both sexes were selected for four months. Venous samples were taken and forward and reverse grouping were done by tube method in the blood bank of DDRRL affiliated with Dow international medical college and its affiliated Ojha hospital.

Results:
The dominant group was “O” n 111(40 %) and B group was the second largest n 149 (39 %). The third largest was A group n 72 (20 %) and least was n 13 (4%). From A group, 20 were A2 group. This constituted 3 % of all samples and 18 % of A group individuals.

Conclusion:
The blood group frequency of a mixed Pakistani population had differences with the studies done in other countries and for the first time, the frequency of A2 sub-group was estimated in mixed Pakistani population



