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Cardiovascular diseases are still the leading causes of death worldwide, despite the significant achievements in cardiac science. Frequently used drugs in this field are the positive inotropes whose potential adverse effects and long-term outcomes are still in question. Because of the high mortalities in patients with heart failure and in association with positive inotropes, in particular the gates of research are open for development of novel drugs. The hemodynamic effects of the positive inotropes vary between different drugs. The ideal and favorable outcome of positive inotropes is increased inotropy without increased mortality, but achieving this outcome is to be demonstrated. The adverse effects of positive inotropes are not hidden to anyone, but the decision between choice of drug is the hardest part of treating patients presenting with acute heart failure (AHF).
