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Abstract 
Statement of the Problem: Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) affect approximately 1% of the world population [1]. In the UK, around 700,000 people have autism [2]. Wales has a large rural area which has shown to adversely affect its population access to the healthcare services [3]. Individuals with ASD regularly need intensive interventions throughout the lifetime [4]. However, many families could face barriers to accessing intervention services in acceptable approach [5]. A previous review suggests that telehealth has the promise to be a feasible means to address the need for enhanced access to services for autistic individuals [6]. The purpose of this study is to explore the potential of telehealth as an alternative way for parents of autistic children to gain access to autism related services in Swansea, South Wales. Methodology & Theoretical orientation: A mixed method approach will be used including a quantitative questionnaire and qualitative interviews [7].The Technology Acceptance Model (See Fig1.) [8] will be utilized for analysis, and to explore the potential use of telehealth by parents of children with autism. Findings: Findings will center around two questions: 1) Could telehealth be used to provide better access to Autism intervention services? 2) Are parents of children with Autism likely (including perceived barriers and facilitators) to use telehealth as a means of gaining access to Autism intervention services? Conclusion & Significance: There is a big knowledge gap in the UK, and Wales regarding the area of telehealth and Autism. Such approach would be compatible with a “Digital Health and Social Care Strategy for Wales” that aims to deliver digital services to health and social care patients to improve their health and well-being [9].
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       Fig1. Technology Acceptance Model (TAM)   Structure[8]. 
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