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Abstract
 Background: Despite the higher risk of victimization of the young women in Ethiopia, studies on the magnitude of sexual violence and its determinants among female college students were scarce, particularly in the study area. This study was undertaken to determine the prevalence and associated factors of sexual violence among female private college students in Bahir Dar city. Methods: A cross-sectional study was conducted in April 2012 among 541 female college students in Bahir Dar city using multistage sampling technique. A pre- tested self-administered questionnaire was used. The data were analyzed in bivariate and multivariate logistic regression analysis using SPSS version 16 soft ware package. 
Results: The study revealed that the prevalence of sexual violence among female college students was 37.3%. Respondents whose childhood background from rural areas was more than four times likely to have had sexual violence (AOR = 4.51, 95%CI: 1.67 - 12.16). The odds of sexual violence were higher for those respondents who had a close friend who drank alcohol (AOR = 3.13, 95%CI: 1.09 - 8.97). Besides, respondents who had never discussed on reproductive health issues with their parents were more than four times likely to have had sexual violence (AOR = 4.36, 95%CI: 1.40 - 13.56). 
Conclusion: The findings of this study show that sexual violence among female college students is higher; nearly two out of five respondents to have had sexual violence. The study showed that sexual violence affected by rural childhood residence, having a close friend who drank alcohol, and not discussing reproductive issues with parents. Therefore, it is recommended that sexual violence needs due attention and remedial action from policy makers, college higher officials, parents, students and other concerned bodies.
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