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	Many schemes have been implemented by the Lao government to provide equity in health service utilization. In the 2000s, four health financing schemes were introduced with various target groups, they were namely: SSO, SASS, HEF and CBHI. However, as these voluntary schemes have suffered from a very low enrolment rate, the government decided to pilot the NHI which offers a flat, copayment scheme for health service utilization. This study aims to assess the effectiveness of the NHI in terms of its accessibility and in providing financial protection from catastrophic health expenditure. The data collection process was implemented in hospitals of two districts of Savannakhet province. A structured questionnaire was used to retrieve all required information from 342 households; the information comprised of the socio-economics of the household, accessibility to health services, and financial payment for both OPD and IPD services. Binary logistic regression models were used to discover the impact of NHI in terms of accessibility and financial protection. The impact of NHI was then compared with the outcomes of the preceding, voluntary CBHI scheme, which had been the subject of earlier studies. 
The result shows taht NHI significantly enhances accessibility for poor income households, improving health service distribution and accessibility for the various income levels when compared to the CBHI coverage. Additionally, it was also found that NHI had immensely enhanced financial protection since its introduction. However, the NHI policy requires a dramatically high level of government subsidy; therefore, there is a question mark over its long-term sustainability.
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