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This paper adds to the existing literature on the relationship between health expenditure and life expectancy in sub Saharan Africa.  Previous studies have focused mainly on estimating average changes in life expectancy in response to changes in health expenditure. This method has the potential of obscuring any heterogenous impacts of health expenditure on life expectancy at birth. Furthermore, studies on other regions have established this heterogenous relationships. Therefore, as an extension to earlier studies on the impact of health expenditure on life expectancy in the sub Saharan Africa, we estimated the heterogeneous impacts of health expenditure on life expectancy at birth using a quantile regression analysis. The analysis was performed on three quantiles (0.25, 0.5 and 0.73). Our empirical results reveal that there exists a heterogeneous effects of health expenditure on life expectancy at birth in sub Saharan Africa. The impact appears to be strongest at the lowest quantile of life expectancy. Other factors that contributes to improved life expectancy in sub Saharan Africa are income, proportion of the population living in the urban area, government effectiveness and political stability.
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