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Statement of the problem: Community based social health insurance has been designed to achieve Universal Health Coverage in many low income, middle income countries, such that voluntary contributions are made by individuals, families or community groups to support the cost of health care services, with emphasis made on primary health care. They are typically targeted at people in the informal sector. In Nigeria, Coverage with CBHI has been low, with a problem of under-utilized as fewer people are willing to pay or contribute to the scheme. This study was done to assess the knowledge, concerns and uptake of the CBHIS among residents of Tolu community. Methodology: A descriptive cross-sectional study. Multi-stage random sampling technique was used to select 348 respondents used in the study. Data was collected using interviewer-administered questionnaires and analysis was carried out using Microsoft Excel 2010 and Epi Info 7 statistical software. Findings: About half of the respondents (50.3%) had heard of the CBHIS and this was mostly from community sensitization (39%). Only 33.1% of respondents had good knowledge. 21% of respondents were fully enrolled, while 16.5% had not renewed their premium, only 28.1% of the respondents were willing to enroll, many of the unwilling respondents (55.6%) gave the reason that they prefer to pay when ill. There was a statistically significant association between knowledge and uptake of NHIS, to wit; fully enrolled users were more likely to be respondents with good knowledge. Conclusion and significance: This study shows that fully enrolled users were more likely to be respondents with good knowledge. Recommendations are made for more focused awareness campaigns on the concepts of CBHIS and the exact requirements for the scheme to be successful, this will enable a proper grasp of the scheme and translate into more people being willing to enroll and use the scheme.
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