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School Health Service : A Qualitative Study on School Health Roles of Nurses and Non-nurses Personnel in Thailand
Rutja Phuphaibul, Chuanrudee Kongsaktrakul, Chatsiri Mekwiwatanawong
Mahidol University, Ramathibodi School of Nursing, Bangkok 10400, Thailand
Diverse school health services have caused inequality among Thai school children. Presently, school nurse employment are rare in Thailand. This study examined the roles and responsiblity of school health services among nurses and non-nurses personnel. Qualitative study using focus group interview methodology was used in the study. The subjects were the school health providers including: 5 school-nurse teachers (RN.), 3 teachers (responsible for school health), and 4 community health and hospital nurses (responsible for school health program). The interview was tape recorded and later transcribed, then data was analyzed by content analysis. The findings suggests that there were limited roles of teachers (non-nurses) who were responsible for school health program. While the school nurses (RN.) demonstrated more effective school health services ,emphasized on health promotion, first aids & CPR as needed, food & environmental health, collaboration & grant application to related agencies, and assisted to the students support system. Most of the subjects suggested that there should be a school nurse in every big size school (eg.1,500 students or more). Perceived obstacles to school health program by school nurse included the heavy workload, inadequate support from school admnistrators, limited roles of students’ parents, and no school law related universal health care service for school children. It is recommended to improve the equity and quality of health care service in schools. Placement of school nurses in schools are important for the imrovement of school health delivery system.          
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