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Abstract:
Nigeria, a home to over 150,000,000 people is increasingly generating huge amounts of wastes into the environment as a result of population increase. As a developing country, Nigeria is obviously impacted by globalisation, industrialisation and modernization which provide increase in wealth, new lifestyles, new packaging and technological products. As a result, most cities in Nigeria generate huge amounts of solid wastes that need proper management for sustainability and life protection. One of such cities is Lagos, a megacity in Nigeria that inhabits by over 17,000,000 people. Lagos generates all types of wastes, with electronic wastes forming a very high percentage as a result of importation of used cheap electronic devices. Two of such locations in Lagos where such electronic devices are marketed are Alaba International market and Ikeja computer village which are used here as case studies. Though electronic wastes contain some valuable metals, they also contain hazardous materials such as lead, mercury, beryllium, cadmium, brominated flame-retardants and many more pollutants that pose threats to human lives and the environmental. Hence, residents of buildings located close to electronic wastes dump sites in the study areas were randomly selected for interview using relevant indicators to investigate the effects on their health and explore the recycling opportunities. The result was analysed using simple descriptive frequency count and bar chats to show how the responses are distributed. Also, water samples from selected wells, run-off water and borehole water as well as soil samples in the study area were analysed for heavy metals such as zinc, iron, nickel, lead, copper and chromium using atomic absorption spectrophotometer (AAS). The results ranged between 0.138-0.272, 0.799-2.380, <0.01, 0.012-0.056 and 1.806-3.982mg/L respectively in water. In soil they ranged from 90.20-435.00, 1.466-8,160, <0.50, 13.10-88.20, 11.50-378.0 and 313.0-654.0mg/Kg respectively. The study is hereby presented.
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