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Abstract
Statement of the Problem:
It is difficult and expensive to meet the regulatory requirements in Europe and USA using existing commercial providers. Regulatory agencies mandate frequent often weekly literature searches using widely used reference databases. In addition, the European Union require literature searches in local language in member states. For many small or midsize pharmaceutical companies, the current costs for access to commercial reference databases and articles is prohibitive. 
Methodology & Theoretical Orientation:
To conduct the required literature searches normally a subscription is required to access to commercial databases where the cost can run tens of thousands annually. Access to the full text articles must be paid separately which typically cost between $20-100 to access pr. article. Most existing library databases are not designed to support the specialized type of search that is required for drug safety to produce expedited single case reports and aggregate reports where searches are in date sequence and articles should be presented in a tabular format to quickly review the relevance of the article and access the full text as needed.
One newer open access database is Europe PMC is built on PubMeds 36 million indexed articles and supplemented with additional 5 million mostly European articles. Europe PMC has full text article search capability and they are working actively to make more full text articles freely available for reading. In Europe PMC there are currently almost 9 million full text articles free to read. 
Europe PMC is partnering with specialists in drug safety and pharmacovigilance to provide open search tools like RxReg.com designed to support specialized drug safety searches and minimize the time to search and document findings. 
Conclusion & Significance: 
The recent trend towards open access and public domain information services represent a new opportunity for small and midsize pharmaceutical companies to ensure equal access to compliant and comprehensive searches for new safety information simpler and at a much lower cost.
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