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Abstract
Healthcare associated infections (HAIs) occurring in patients during the process of care in a hospital or other health care facility, which was not present or incubating at the time of admission. They represent the most frequent adverse event associated with patient care.  They are increasingly seen as a global public health threat due to increased morbidity and mortality, hospital length of stay and increased overall costs. HAIs in NICU have become a nightmare for HCPs because extreme age like preemies with decreased immunity, increased use of invasive central line catheters, need for ventilators, use of broad-spectrum antibiotics and need for prolonged stay. One in every ten patients is affected by HAIs worldwide. In some settings, more than half the admitted neonates acquire a HCAI, with reported fatality rates between 12% and 52%. It spreads as chain of infection from germs like viruses, bacteria and fungi present at different sources at hospital and cause infections to vulnerable population like neonates. HAIs can be prevented by appropriate hand washing techniques, use of proper barrier precautions during procedures, appropriate asepsis during central lines insertions and during their handling to avoid central line associated infections, promoting mother’s milk for infant feeding and kangaroo mother care practices, antibiotic stewardship, environmental and equipment cleaning and finally continuous surveillance with accuracy and accountability.
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