[bookmark: _Toc15662130]Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]Problem:  Childhood obesity continues to be a significant public health issue in the United States.  Subsequently, children are now being impacted by extensive health problems that once were habitually only seen in adulthood.  Research supports that there is a myriad of socio-ecological factors that are modifiable through the implementation of public health inventions (Quick et al., 2014), particularly through interdisciplinary collaboration.  Community-based interventions involving key stakeholders from multiple sectors are front stage to aiding in the primary and secondary prevention measures needed to combat this growing problem. Project Aims: The purpose of this project is to change practice through the development of a community coalition with key community stakeholders to aid in identifying children at risk for developing obesity. The three aims are: (1) Clarify key concepts and develop a framework for the Coalition. (2) Identify community obesity prevention goals for children and youth. (3) Examine the findings and evidence for specific recommendations that support a community action plan. 
Project Methods:  The practice setting is the rural community of Emporia, Kansas, in southeast Kansas.  The theoretical frameworks guiding this project are the ecological model and the collective impact model.  The ecological model will provide the theoretical framework to aid in understanding how a range of factors can affect childhood obesity. The project methods for the project will be implemented by using a collective impact model to develop a community coalition. The collective model will serve as a guide to developing a cohesive approach to organizing the coalition. The steps in the collective impact model entail four components for success: Governance and Infrastructure, Strategic Planning, Community Involvement, Evaluation and Improvement.  The author acknowledges for time completion of this DNP project the project will focus on the first phase (initiate action) however will continue to collaborate with the identified community partners and key stakeholders through the remaining phases of two and three for completion of the coalitions objectives and goals. 


