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Background:   In the UK public involvement in health education has become an important part of pre-registration nursing programmes.  This involvement is predicated on a belief that it can provide these students with opportunities to learn from ‘service users’ of health and social care services about their experiences of health and illness.  Despite this belief little is known about how students engage with public members and patient groups within their education. Thus this study aims to explore, describe and explain pre-registration nursing students’ experiences and perceptions of public involvement in their education. 
The purpose of this to explore pre-registration nursing student experiences and perceptions about public involvement in their education.  

Main findings: The potential outcomes of this three phase study is the development of model/s of public involvement to inform pre-registration nursing programmes at all levels of the curriculum.  It is also envisaged this study will contribute to experiential learning theory. Data from the Qualitative phase 1 and phase 2 of the study will be presented. Thus it has been noted that there was a shift in how students perceive public involvement as the course progressed. 

Significance of research for practice as relevant: Findings derived from data collected from one cohort of pre-registration student nurses will inform pre-registration nurse education in the UK and beyond as to the best methods to adopt in public involvement within nursing education. It is envisaged that public involvement ensures and brings a valuable alternative perspective to a discussion or a decision making process that will influence future practitioners.

