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ABSTRACT (250-300 words)
 
Background: Being a developing country with high dependence on Oil & Gas, Malaysia is seeing quite a number of construction project related to this industry in the recent years.  PETRONAS RAPID Project, also known as Pengerang Integrated Complex (PIC) is still under construction from 2015 till early 2020.

Objective: To describe the expanded role of Occupational Health Nurses in a mega construction project.
Methods: Assessment were done on the need for health support, the duration of the work, the availability of the resources in the market and the contract terms that have already been signed. Health and Medical requirements were specified and deliberated between project Directors and project medical advisors based upon experiences in other mega projects as well as the local health risks and requirements. Program Management Consultant (PMT) hired the right nurses with the right experience, put up the expectations, monitor closely the performance as well as guide the nurses throughout the project tenure.

Results:  The Occupational Health Nurses managed to deliver the expected work where some did with flying colors. Attitude plays an important role in getting the right result, as well as the right supervision of the work.

Conclusion: The role of an Occupational Health Nurse in projects can be expanded beyond the current traditional role that they are now doing in Malaysia. Right supervision and structured monitoring are essentials in getting the right deliverables.
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Dr Mahzan Haron, Dr M Nasir Suliaman and Dr Muthukumaran are the key doctors managing the Pengerang Integrated Complex since 2015. Representing both owner and the PMT, these doctors managed the whole Health and Medical aspects of the project from A to Z. 
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Background of Occupational Health Nurse
Historically the role of OHN in Malaysia was initially started in multinational companies like Shell and Exxon at their Oil and Gas industries. It was as far back as mid 1990s when it was first assigned to some of the registered nurses to take up this additional role in managing the Occupational Health of the companies. As the role of an Occupational Health Nurse gets more popular, other industries started to follow suit where some electronic companies handling hundreds or even thousands of workers started to assign nurses in their workplaces to take up the role of an Occupational Health Nurse.
This prompted National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health, NIOSH, Malaysia to formalize a certificate course on Occupational Health Nursing back in 2002.
Due to the demand that wax and wane, the course was not conducted on regular basis. The characteristics of the role and the industry that utilizes the services of an Occupational Health Nurse are as follows:

	Characteristics of Industry
	Traditional Role of Occupational Health Nurse

	
· Oil & Gas
· Electronics
· Multinationals
· Established companies with long term employment.
	· Managing clinics for basic first aid cases.
· Referring cases out for further treatment.
· Coordinating Medical Surveillance and Fitness to Work assessments.
· Nurses in MNCs might involve in additional programs like self-assessments of promotional programs.
















In Malaysia there are nurses, medical assistants and paramedics:
	
	Nurse
	Medical Assistants
	Paramedics

	Level of accreditation
	Certificate/Diploma/Degree
	Diploma/Degree
	Diploma

	Duration of Course
	3 years/4 years
	3 years/4 years
	3 years

	Nursing care
	+++
	++
	+

	Diagnostic/Primary Care
	+
	++
	-

	Emergency treatment
	++
	++
	++

	Registration
	Required by the Nursing Board with Annual Practicing Certificate
	Required by the Medical Assistant Board with Annual Practicing Certificate
	Nil

	Post Basic
	Available
	Available
	Nil

	Public Health
	+
	++
	-






The role of an Occupational Health Nurse are normally being taken up by either a State Registered Nurse or a registered Medical Assisstant.




Background of Pengerang Integrated Complex Project (also known as PETRONAS RAPID Project).
Massive
Mega billions
60 months, 75K workers, Xxxx hectars of land, Greenfield, 


Case for Change in the Role of Occupational Health Nurse

Due to the relatively short nature of the project but with such a high risk for medical emergency
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