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Purpose: To report a case of chemical injury to the eyes following exposure to calcium oxide (lime) obtained from a desiccant packet found in dried seaweed. 

Method: Case Report

Results: A 10-year-old boy presented to the emergency department 5 hours after both his eyes were accidentally splashed with a chemical solution at school. The patient and his friends were 'experimenting' the reaction of the granules obtained from a desiccant packet taken from dried seaweed when mixed with tap water. The bottle of water exploded after being shaken and the heated chemicals splashed into his eyes. The granules in the desiccant packet were later proven to be calcium oxide. The pH in the eyes were 8.0 at presentation. Assessment after irrigation revealed Roper-Hall grade I alkaline injury in the right eye and Roper-Hall grade III in the left eye. His right vision was counting finger 3 feet which improved to 6/24 with pinhole and left vision was counting finger 3 feet. He also had a second degree burn over the face. He was treated with topical steroids, antibiotics, and artificial tears, as well as oral doxycycline and vitamin C. He gradually improved and at 6 months post injury his BCVA in each eye was 6/6 with only a remaining faint paracentral corneal scar in the left eye.
Conclusion: Desiccant packets are commonly found in food products. The public should be made aware of the danger of calcium oxide desiccant and these products should be strictly kept away from children.
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