THE ‘‘GEROTRANSCEDENCE’’ EFFECT ON ENGAGEMENT AND MOTIVATION IN LATER LIFE EDUCATION: AN EXPLORATORY ANALYSIS OF ELDERLY WOMEN IN BAUCHI EMIRATE NORTH EASTERN NIGERIA 
Abstract
Aging brings about a number of physiological changes. It not only affects a person‟s looks, but also becomes a cause of physical deterioration. This study was undertaken to understand the quest for education among elderly women in Bauchi emirate north eastern Nigeria. Relevant classical conceptualizations of education , social coping and age-related challenges in later life were reviewed to answer the questions set by the study on the quest for education in later life .  The dominant perspective that served as the orientation for the study were the gerotranscedence and action theories. Information about their perceived educational needs in later life as obtained using qualitative methods in Bauchi metropolis. The present study is exploratory in nature. Herein, an attempt is made to explore the education engagement and motivation for such  by the elderly women aged 60 and above. Findings reveal that majority of the elderly women see later life education as an important coping prerequisite in later life. The most common motivations were spiritual and health benefits . The findings revealed that later life education serves as means for mobilizing religious social capital for later life coping.
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