PRIMARY CARE FROM AN INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVE – Integrating Primary Care, Public Health and indigenous perspectives
First Nations in British Columbia Canada have developed their own service model in primary health care to describe the way that they think about primary care and public health – forgetting the silo’s created by health systems, federal and provincial funding agencies – but putting traditional, spiritual and cultural well-being at the center of the model. This model does not place the GP at the center with primary care ‘teams’ or partners working to wrap other services around the GP’s care. In this indigenous model – the GP is one of the ‘wrap-around’ support systems.
Many primary care systems aim to meet individual patient needs. Many have tried to look at indigenous models of health and integrate them with western systems of care. This model looks at how indigenous culture can be the foundation of a wellness focused primary care model and how this is implemented at a practice level – and how individual, family and community care is fundamental to the success of the model.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The speaker will draw on lessons learned from indigenous primary care systems not just in BC Canada, but also in Alaska, the US, Hawaii and New Zealand.




