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Introduction: Oesophageal cancer has an annual incidence of 6.2% in Australia. Definitive chemoradiotherapy is reserved for patients who have significant medical comorbidities, those who has declined surgical intervention or have unresectable oesophageal oncological pathology. Salvage oesophagectomy is considered for patients who have recurrent or persistent disease. Quality of life (QOL) outcome is paramount to the operative decision for a patient with oesophageal cancer. Surgery for oesophageal carcinoma causes significant impairment of QOL and slowly improves over a period of time. To date, there is no quality of life information for patients who are greater than 70 years old and underwent salvage oesophagectomy. Methodology: From April 1998 to February 2015, 18 patients underwent salvage oesophagectomy after definitive chemoradiotherapy and these were divided into two groups: <70 and > 70 years old. Patients were assessed using the European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer (EORTC) QLQ-C30 (Version 3.0) and QLQ-OES 24. Results: Of the 18 patients who underwent salvage oesophagectomy, 12 patients were less than 70 years old and 6 patients were greater than 70 years old. These patients had follow-up for up to 5 years or until death. The results demonstrated that there was no significant difference in the overall QOL score between the two groups of patients. Conclusion: Provided patients have reasonable medical comorbidities that will not significantly increase their post-operative morbidity and the tumour is resectable, these patients can be considered for salvage oesophagectomy.
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