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90% of all dental implant complications are caused by a range of surgical and restorative errors such as poor implant planning, poor skills, and the use of conventional techniques. Although the dental hygiene profession is not responsible for the placement or restoration of dental implants, complications can also be the result of poor or inadequate professional hygiene care and/or recommendations. Ironically, while implant maintenance continues to be acknowledged as the most important aspect of implant health and success, the dental hygiene profession has yet to establish a definitive dental implant process of care.  

In this course, Shavonne Healy will discuss the top 3 major issues from a professional and at home maintenance standpoint making known how the dental hygiene profession is contributing to the rise of dental implant complications.

Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, the participant will:
· Recognize professional and at home maintenance as the end point goal of dental implant treatment

· Understand the difference between peri-implant and periodontal tissues 

· Discuss the history of dental hygiene as it relates to the history of dental implants
· Learn about innovations in dental hygiene diagnostic, maintenance, and treatment modalities for the prevention and management of peri-implant disease.

Brief Biography:

Shavonne R. Healy, MSDH, RDH, ICP is a graduate of University of Bridgeport: Fones School of Dental Hygiene and founder of A Higher Learning, LLC. She is a member of the National Dental Hygienists’ Association, Association of Dental Implant Auxiliaries, International Federation of Dental Hygienists, serves as a delegate for the American Dental Hygienists’ Association and Immediate Past President of the District of Columbia Dental Hygienists’ Association.  She is the co-founder of RDH Innovations, LLC and Dental Implants Uncovered Facebook Study Group. Shavonne was recently celebrated as one of Dimension of Dental Hygiene’s Top 6 Dental Hygienists You Should Know for Clinical Practice. With a background as Implant Care Practitioner in Oral Surgery, Shavonne has cultivated a pathway for dental hygienists to work intraprofessional alongside Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons. 
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