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ABSTRACT
In West Africa, there are growing concerns over the rise in terrorism or terrorist activities. This is underscored by the number of terrorist attacks in some West African countries that have resulted in huge human casualties and the destruction of properties. Terrorism has been conceptualised as criminal offences which produce widespread effects, including murder, wounding and damage, through overt and ruthless cruelty. These offences are mostly committed by groups, against random innocent victims or specific structures or resources, using military weaponry, usually in order to coerce or punish government authorities or commercial enterprises, for political or social reasons. Judging from the increasing rate and sophistication of terrorist activities in West Africa, particularly in Nigeria, more work needs to be done to counter the problem. It is in this context that this article examines causes and sources of terrorism financing and possible solutions. Deploying Social Disorganisation theory, the study uses historical-analytic method to interrogate the issue and proffer suggestions on how anti-social situations, specifically terrorism can be managed in the West African region.
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