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In forensic contexts, offenders may often exaggerate psychosis symptoms in order to avoid criminal responsibility. Nowadays, there is not much empirical study of this matter in Thailand.This current study will explore the findings of that phenomenon. The objectives of this study were to explore the prevalence rate, examine the classification accuracy of the Thai version of the Symptom validity test (SVT-Th), and investigate the factors that effect on symptom exaggeration of psychopathology in correctional inmates and mentally ill offenders (MIOs). Total participants were 608, consisted of 528 inmates in prison and 80 of MIOs who referred from court to a psychiatric forensic unit for a forensic psychiatric assessment. The SVT-Th was examined for detecting symptom exaggeration of psychopathology. 

Results from the SVT-Th using cut-off score of ≥79, indicated the prevalence rate of feigned psychopathology in overall forensic participants were 8.88%, which 3.20% were correctional inmates, and 46.30% of the MIOs. According to the criterion of the SVT-Th, 90.50% of the respondents were correctly identified, while 6.10% were incorrectly identified. In addition, this research found that the offenders who had a History of mental illness were more exaggeration to psychopathological symptoms than those without a history of mental illness with statistical significance. As for the Type of crimes (including Violent crime, Sex crime, Property crime and Drug-related crime) and the Number of crimes (including First offense, 2-3 times the offenses and more than 4 times the offenses), there were no significant differences on average score of SVT-Th. Interestingly, who have had a committed violent crime, and committing more than 4 times of the offenses likely endorsed more psychopathological symptoms than other groups.

In conclusions, the prevalence rate of feigned psychopathology in Thai forensic context is consistent with other studies. The SVT-Th demonstrated preeminent classification accuracy and has good psychometric properties for detection of exaggerating  psychopathology in Thai forensic samples.
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Natthawut Arin, I am now an Assistant Professor at Chiang Mai University, Department Psychology, Thailand.Currently, I teach in the Criminal Psychology and Forensic Psychology subjects, and subjects are relate to clincal psychology’s issues including abnormality and its asssessment.  I am a licened of Thai clinical psychologist and used to be a clinical psychologist which work as forensic  psychologist for 15 years at Galya Rajanagarindra Institute (Forensic Psychiatric Hospital that focus on forensic psychiatry services), Department of Mental Health, Ministry of Public Health, Bangkok, Thailand. The majority of patients were sent from court or police for forensic psychiatric assessment, including criminal responsibility, competency to stand trial, predicting risk to violent behavior, and moreover was malingering. 
  
My educational background is as follows;  my bachelor’s degree was Psychology (clinical track), master’s degree was Criminology and Criminal Justice and Ph.D’s degree was Applied Behavioral Science Research. Presently, I am interested and emphasized in forensic psychology issues and continue doing a research of these related field. My past research consists of malingering,  criminal responsibility and risk violent assessment.
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