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Food insecurity can lead to many challenges for students. Research indicates that food insecurity can be linked to absenteeism, behavioral and emotional problems, and developmental issues that can inhibit school success. Schools have attempted to address this issue by providing informal programs such as after school programs that provide meals, backpack programs, and summer nutrition programs, but it has simply not been enough. In the state of South Carolina, food insecurity exists in every county.  Food insecurity is common in rural areas especially in Orangeburg and Calhoun counties. Schools are very limited in addressing food insecurity and understanding the link between food insecurity academic achievement, absenteeism and behavior.  Using a school social worker to assist students and families can help close the gap of food insecurity to produce healthier and more productive students. The focus of this grant is to demonstrate the effectiveness of a school social worker coordinating school-based services and interventions for food insecure students and their families, in order to increase access to food and improve their overall well-being. 
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