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ABSTRACT
The study was carried out to ascertain the perceived risk-causing factors by food crop farmers as the factors affect their adoption behavior towards production technologies. the study was carried out in Delta State of Nigeria. With the aid of an interview schedule, 240 food crop farmers were multistage-randomly sampled. The study identified risk-causing factors as production risk, price or market risk, financial and credit risk, institutional risk, technology and personal risks. The farmers were found to have high adoptive behavior for improved land preparation, planting technologies, mechanical  pests control mechanisms and use of organic fertilizer as well as improved farm practices. While low adoptive behavior was exhibited for chemical pests control device, use of inorganic fertilizer as well as towards harvesting and storage technologies. Further result of the study (mean = 3.61) showed that the farmers perceived some risk-causing factors as having high and significant effects on their adoption behavior towards production technologies. Most of identified or selected socio-economic characteristics of the farmers were also found to have significant association with the of risk-causing factors faced by the farmers at significant level of 5 % (P<0.05) while there was a significant relationship (-0.364 , p<0.05) between farmers’ perception of the risk-causing factors and the effect of the risk-causing factors on their adoption behavior. The study subsequently recommends for increase in the extension agents –farmer ratio and more access for farmers to credit and capital opportunities. 
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