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Introduction:

Agriculture has and according to most observers, will continue to have a central role to play in the development process of most developing countries. Agriculture and its associated value chains are expected to contribute to local food security, to provide work opportunities in rural areas, and to have a catalysis effect on the development of related economic sectors. Agriculture faces many challenges, making it more and more difficult to achieve its primary objective- feeding the world. As the global Population climbs steadily towards 9billion, natural systems that support us all may not be able to withstand the pressure that this growth exerts. Water scarcity, land degradation and the loss of natural (ecosystem) services we all depend on, point to fundamental problems caused by unsustainable development. Estimates suggest that one-third of agricultural production is wasted and does not reach food consumers. If portions of that lost production could be preserved and used by consumers, food supply would be increased. At the same time, resources (arable land, water and energy) would be preserved with corresponding potential gains for smallholder farmers in developing nations. Postharvest loss prevention, therefore, offers an important opportunity to advance world food security now and in the future.  This paper provides a short description of local adaptation strategies to preserve food and improve food security in developing nations.
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