Forensic Science Application in Criminal Investigation: A Focus on Ghana
In this paper we report that forensic science application has gone dark in Ghana and many citizens are not aware and also deprived of the hope forensic science brings to crime solving including some people in the security service. The research provides a clear picture of the crime solving situation in Ghana and how the citizens and stakeholders responsible for ensuring the safety and security of the nation are managing it. This work is one of a kind as it tends to present information from a public to scientist interaction which is lacking in Ghana. Key findings include identifying a generally poor state of forensic support to criminal investigations in Ghana as asserted by the citizens and a poor access, quality and relevance of forensic science education nationwide thereby widening the gap in terms of understanding of the scientific discipline. The research further describes how sociodemographic, public perception and other independent variables affected the knowledge of the public with regards to forensic science. This work is novel and very important so far as a forensic science revolution is concerned. The findings of this study call for government and respective stakeholders and policymakers of various institutions, and the adversarial system of Ghana to prioritize the need for forensic science through employment of forensic personnel, providing scholarship opportunities in forensic disciplines, maximizing forensic science capacity building through education and outreach and encourage both local and international forensic research collaborations. This is to support criminal investigations to assure the Ghanaian citizens of their safety, security, and fundamental Human rights to justice.
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