Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]The collective understanding and expectations of a team, known in the literature as Shared Mental Models (SMMs), is reinforced through a strong emotional and supportive environment (Cannon-Bowers, Salas, & Converse, 1993).  The purpose of this study is to observe instances of supportive touch and to measure the association between touch, perceived social support, and efficacy.  This study observed videos of athletes during competitive events for instances of touch that are not related to the stratagem of the sport.  The results illustrate a positive correlation (r = .85) between early season touch (implicated in perceptions of supported and self-efficacy) and early season performance.  Touch frequency in the early portion of the season is positively associated with early season performance in volleyball.  Simple linear regression analysis revealed how early season touch predicts early season volleyball performance, F (1, 8) = 20.994, p = .002 with an R2 of .742.  This finding is a conceptual replication of a study conducted on the N.B.A. in 2010 (Kraus, Huang, & Keltner, 2010).  It adds to the current literature in that it considers psychological factors of support and self-efficacy as contributing factors to performance. The limitations, including small sample size and poor video quality are discussed.  Furthermore, the role of support, touch, and efficacy in team shared models are described.  Future directions include expanding the touch code methodology to test other areas outside of sport and testing larger sample sizes for greater generalizability.  Knowing more about the effect touch has on feelings of support could lead to future studies about the emotional impact of any performance.
