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Abstract
Production costs are the expenses necessary to run the fish farming. In a good aquaculture system, the difference between income and the production costs indicates the gross profit. This means that the economic fate of any aquaculture venture is linked to the income and the production costs of the produce sold. Prices for the important ingredients in fish feed, for example fish meal, have increased as much as 50 per cent in recent years, according to the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization. Fish feed represents more than 50 per cent of fish farmers’ production costs, and the average price of the ingredients commonly used in fish feed jumped between 20 and 92 per cent, said the FAO in a recent report. The aquaculture industry is not immune to this global phenomenon, and the major concern is how it will impact aquaculture, warned the FAO, adding it is “highly unlikely” that commodity prices will fall in near future. Fish feed prices vary from a few hundred dollars a ton to more than USD 1,000 a ton, depending on the species being fed.  The key ingredients in any Aquaculture relies on a commonly available ingredients such as mustard oil cake, soybean, corn, fishmeal, fish oil, rice and wheat, but since 2005 prices of these commodities have increased particularly fish meal. If we want to expand fish farming on a large scale and make it profitable, then it is high time to look into alternatives to fish meal. One such alternative is insect meal. Studies have shown that insect meal has a great benefit as a potential protein source in fish nutrition that has been studied extensively since the late 2000s.As we know returns depend on input costs and one such input cost is correct feed and feeding. 
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