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ABSTRACT 

Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing is globally considered as a serious threat to the health of fish stocks with negative impacts on food security for countries that depend on fish resources.  In many countries of the world, operators of IUU are increasing their ill-gotten revenue by ‘laundering’ their catches through the market and Tanzania is no exception. To enhance efforts for sustainable management of fisheries resources, Tanzania has been implementing a number of additional regulatory measures specifically trade and market-place measures to address IUU fishing. The goal is to tackle the IUU problem from the perspective of trade related actions. This  paper  provides an overview of  the  current  trade  and  market-place measures that are being  implemented  in Tanzania to  reinforce  international  fisheries  conservation  and management provisions with the objective of thwarting IUU fishing activities to attain sustainable fisheries management. Information for this study was collected through review of numerous reports from both government and non-governmental agencies responsible for fisheries, environmental conservation, standards, revenue and trade. The information gleaned was corroborated and validated with interviews with key informants.  The findings revealed existence of policies and practices to monitor and track fish and fishery products from the time they are harvested to when they reach final consumers. These trade measures to great extent complement existing regulatory approaches to curb IUU fishing and thus facilitate IUU operators to minimize the scope for their fishing operations.  Interestingly, the study found that Tanzania is increasingly investing and is currently implementing trade and market place-related measures such as catch documentation scheme and traceability system that form core incentives to IUU operators to minimize the scope for their fishing operations. The findings imply that proper and cohesive mainstreaming of fisheries regulations that build partnership between government and non-government actors is of great importance towards actions to eliminate IUU and enhance traceability for legally caught fish in both local and international markets. 
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